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Open educational resources are 
teaching, learning, and research 

materials intentionally created and 
licensed at low cost/no cost for the end 
user to own, share, and in most cases, 

modify. 

The term "OER" describes publicly 
accessible materials and resources for 
any user to use, re-mix, improve, and 

redistribute under some licenses. 
These are designed to reduce 

accessibility barriers by implementing 
best practices in teaching and to be 
adapted for local unique contexts.



What is Copyright?
Copyright is a type of intellectual property that gives its owner the 
exclusive right to copy and distribute a creative work, usually for a 

limited time. The creative work may be in a literary, artistic, educational, 
or musical form.

Copyright begins the moment an original work is placed in a fixed 
medium. Copyright expires 70 years after the death of the creator. 

However, heirs of a creator can extend copyright.

Traditional copyright role is to restrict all reproduction, disruption, and 
mixing of original materials. To sample, mix, or use someone work you 

must "legally" petition for permission.



•Creative Commons is a 
new way to do copyright 
– by allowing creators to 
specify exactly what can 
be done with their work. 
This eliminates the need 
to seek permission from 
creators.
•Creative Commons 
makes the transmission 
of information a breeze.





What is Public Domain?
Works in the public domain may be used freely, 

without obtaining permission from or compensating the copyright owner.

The copyright expires 70 years after 
the death of its author.
Works produced by the federal 
government don't have copyright 
protection.
A speech, lecture, etc., that hasn't 
previously been written or recorded 
in any manner isn't protected by 
copyright and therefore is in the 
public domain.

The Center for the Study of Public Domain at Duke University 
(https://web.law.duke.edu/cspd/)



Entering the Public 
Domain 
in 2022

• Winnie the Pooh
• Bambi
• The Sun Also Rises
• The Seven Pillars of Wisdom
• The Plumed Serpent,
• Poetry by Langston Hughes



From the Public Domain to an OER
Project Gutenberg (gutenberg.org)

Upload 
digital file to 
your LMS

Download 
document, 
edit, save as 
PDF; upload 
to your LMS











Adopting an OER
• After evaluating and 
selecting your textbook, 
decide download option.
TIP! Choose a print version 
with an on-line/digital 
version.

• Upload to your LMS.
• Yes! It is really that easy!



Adapt/Customize
Repeat steps for adopting, 
paying close attention to the 
licensure.
Avoid all texts with "ND" "="

These cannot be adapted.

Only use texts with these licenses...



Adapt/Customize
• Download PDF of text(s) to your desktop.
• Close all programs, browsers, etc.
• Right click the PDF, click "Open with"
• Click Microsoft Word.
• Click 'OK.'
 The PDF will be converted to an 

editable Word document.
 Be patient!

• When ready, immediately save as a Word 
document!

• After completing, 'Export as PDF.'



Adapt/Customize



Adapt/Customize
(LEFT) Highlight
content you want
from one text.

CTRL + C (copy)

(RIGHT) Open
other text, locate
where you want to
paste.

CTRL + V (paste)

Follow licensing
directions to give
proper attribution.

Make changes as
needed to table of
contents.

SAVE OFTEN!



Adapt
Customize
Original 
Content



Contact Us!

Mark Knockemus
mknockemus@netc.edu
843-921-1459

Ron Stafford



2022 TLT FALL SESSIONS

Want to showcase your expertise? Is there a teaching technique that has been effective in the 
classroom? Apply to be a TLT presenter! For more information and full schedule: 
www.sctechsystem.edu/tlt

November 15, 2022 Removing Transfer Obstacles: Meta-Majors and Guided 
Pathways for University Transfer Students
John McGill, Cassandra Verardi, Amanda Lauren
York Technical College

http://www.sctechsystem.edu/tlt


GIVE US YOUR FEEDBACK

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Oct22TLT

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Oct22TLT
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